
Pollutants and Pollution - Not one and the same 
 

 
The Clean Water Act(CWA) sec. 502 provides the following distinct definitions: 
 
(6) The term "pollutant" means dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, garbage, 
sewage sludge, munitions, chemical wastes, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, 
wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt and industrial, municipal, and 
agricultural waste discharged into water. This term does not mean (A) "sewage from vessels" 
within the meaning of section 312 of this Act; or (B) water, gas, or other material which is 
injected into a well to facilitate production of oil or gas, or water derived in association with oil 
or gas production and disposed of in a well, if the well used either to facilitate production or for 
disposal purposes is approved by authority of the State in which the well is located, and if such 
State determines that such injection or disposal will not result in the degradation of ground or 
surface water resources.  
 
(19) The term "pollution" means the man-made or man-induced alteration of the chemical, 
physical, biological and radiological integrity of water. 
 
 
Section 402 of the CWA requires point sources to obtain permits for the discharge of 
pollutants into the waters of the United States. 
 
 
Idaho’s Water Quality Standards And Wastewater Treatment Requirements also provide two 
distinct defintions: 
 
88. Pollutant. Dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, 
munitions, chemical waste, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, wrecked or 
discarded equipment, rock, sand, silt, cellar dirt; and industrial, municipal and agricultural waste, 
gases entrained in water; or other materials which, when discharged to water in excessive 
quantities, cause or contribute to water pollution. Provided however, biological materials shall 
not include live or occasional dead fish that may accidentally escape into the waters of the state 
from aquaculture facilities. 
 
135. Water Pollution. Any alteration of the physical, thermal, chemical, biological, or 
radioactive properties of any waters of the state, or the discharge of any pollutant into the waters 
of the state, which will or is likely to create a nuisance or to render such waters harmful, 
detrimental or injurious to public health, safety or welfare, or to fish and wildlife, or to domestic, 
commercial, industrial, recreational, aesthetic, or other beneficial uses.  
 
 
  
 
 
 


